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ACHIEVEMENT DAY
Our students were 
honoured on the last 
day of the summer term 
with our celebration of 
Achievement Day.  Various 
classes performed for their 
families and carers, in the 
marquee.  Each student 
received a certificate and 
medal, which was proudly 
worn whilst they enjoyed a 
tea of strawberries and cream.

CONNECT@FELTHAM
Our second hub is opening in January!  The parish hall of 
St Lawrence’s, Feltham will be our base on Tuesdays for 
drama and cookery classes.  Our first hub in Hounslow 
goes from strength to strength.  If you would like more 
info on either hub, contact tizianam@stjoseph.org.uk

GIFTS OF GOLD
St Joseph’s is now harvesting 
saffron from crocuses grown 
on the roof, which will be 
sold as part of Our Enterprise.  
It takes 152 flowers to make 
a gram, so a true gift of gold!  
Watch this space and on our 
website for future sales.

LOURDES PILGRIMAGE
A group of about 70 
pilgrims from St Joseph’s 
joined the Diocese of 
Westminster’s pilgrimage 
to Lourdes at the end of 
July.  They held prayer 
sessions and took part in 
the liturgy which included 
the St Joseph’s Mass at the 
aptly named St Joseph’s 
Chapel. A gospel drama 

was performed of the Marriage of Cana using ceramic 
pots made in the pottery classes. There was also an 
excursion to the Lac de Lourdes which was greatly 
enjoyed by our families. As is apt in Lourdes, our pilgrims 
had to be prepared for sunshine and showers!  Thank 
you to everyone who supported our pilgrims.

WORLD DAY FOR THE POOR
The 19th November was World Day for the Poor and 
also Mitzvah Day in the Jewish calendar.  St Joseph’s 
partnered with Kisharon with various activities and 
those in need were remembered in prayer.

NEW ACTIVITIES BROCHURE
Our new Activities Brochure 2018 is coming out soon!  
This year we are including quotes from our students to 
give future students an idea of what is special about St 
Joseph’s.  Do have a look at our new website for the latest  
brochure and news from St Joseph’s!

CARDINAL’S VISIT
Our Patron, Cardinal Vincent Nichols visited St Joseph’s recently to celebrate our 40th Anniversary year.  He toured 
the centre and watched our students take part in the various classes of Tai Chi, Arts and Crafts, My Foundations, 
Stage Right and Exploring Our World.  The afternoon was rounded off by meeting some of our students’ parents 
whilst enjoying tea and scones.  One of our students, Carole presented him with a basket of art items, all made at 
St Joseph’s by various classes.  The Cardinal hoped that we would all follow the example of our youngest volunteer,  
Ron who has been here for most of St J’s life,  for all his hard-work and commitment to St Joseph’s!
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KATHLEEN’S GREAT RUN
A keen supporter of St Joseph’s, 
Kathleen (on right of picture), ran 
the Birmingham half marathon 
on behalf of St Joseph’s and the 
Saturday Clubs in the parishes, at 
the beginning of October.  Thank 
you so much for your support, 
Kathleen!  To date she has raised 
nearly £600. She can still be 
sponsored on:
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
kathleencullfitzpatrick

GRAPE AND SOUND
Our ever popular Jazz and 
Wine evening has a new 
name: Grape and Sound 
took place at the beginning 
of October.  An important 
fundraising event for St 
Joseph’s, saw the marquee 
beautifully decorated with 

candelabras, feathers and lights.  Our talented tutors 
Antonio, Ileana and Aggie entertained us with jazz tunes 
in between tastings of Italian wines and a wonderful 
selection of Italian antipasti.  Thank you to everyone who 
came along to support us. 

SATURDAY CLUBS  
Saturday Clubs continue to thrive in 
North and East London.  We hope to 
establish further clubs in parishes in 
the New Year.  Dates are on the back 
of this newsletter. This photos shows 
Dubby enjoying a jigsaw. 

FROM OUR CENTRE MANAGER

Dear Friends

As we approach Advent the season of waiting and hope 
we look to each other with anticipation for the glorious 
birth of the Christ child and hope for the year to come. 
Hope can be difficult for us when we feel that no one can 
help us. Christmas is a time when we reach out to others 
no matter of our faith and try to go the extra mile for 
those who are less fortunate than ourselves. This simple 
action is the hope that we all seek at one time or another 
in our daily lives. 

That is so true here at Caritas St Joseph’s, our students 
have hope for the future in every course and event held 
here. Hope that they would never have had before.  It is a 
time of excitement and also of giving. Our students share 
their gifts and talents with each other by performing 
shows for each other to give joy and happiness to all of 
their friends. A simple gesture but so important for our 
community here.

This year has been a busy time for all of us and most 
recently I was privileged to attend the International 
Conference for the Inclusion of those with Intellectual 
Disability in the life of the Church. This conference was 
in Rome and led by the Pontifical Council in conjunction 
with the Kairos Forum; it gives us hope that very soon 
the world wide Church will come to embrace all those 
who live on the fringes of their community and come to 
realise that all have an immense well of gifts and talents 
to share, no matter who they are.

Our Carol Concert this year will be led by Bishop 
Paul McAleenan and as usual will be followed by  our 
Christmas Market after the service so that you can see 
and buy all the wonderful goods that our students make. 
Another chance to do this is at the Caritas pop up market 
in the Balls Pond Road, dates to be confirmed on our 
website, so keep your eyes peeled!!

None of this wonderful work would be possible without 
the true dedication of our staff and volunteers and we 
are truly grateful for all of them. 

It also would not be possible without the generosity of 
all of you, who buy our goods and cards and also donate 
to us through our Christmas appeal. So many thanks to 
all of you.

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a 
peaceful and joyful Advent season.

Gail Williams
Centre Manager

Gail  meets the Pope at the International Conference for 
the Inclusion of those with Intellectual Disability  

in the life of the Church.
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 MEET TIZIANA

Welcome to our new  Connect@Hounslow Manager, Tiziana.  She has been working 
at St Joseph’s for over three years, first starting as a volunteer and then employed as 
a tutor for Computers, Bocce, Exploring Our World, Soap Studio and Fitness Routine!   
Since April, she has been running Connect@Hounslow, as the manager.  Hounslow 
is the first of our new hubs in the community which offers art and dance classes.  
Connect@Feltham will be opening in January. 

She loves engaging with our students and enjoys dancing in her spare time.
contact tizianam@stjoseph.org.uk

UPDATE FROM CARITAS WESTMINSTER

Celebrating the gifts of all people at St Mellitus
On Sunday 15th October the parish of St Mellitus in Tollington Park came together to host their first Mass celebrating 
the gifts of all people. Fr John O’Leary welcomed everyone and particularly those with learning disabilities and their 
families. The Mass was full of life and the music led by the parish folk band was excellent. The Gospel was dramatised 
with people with learning disabilities taking the leading roles. Fr John gave everyone the message ‘Jesus says to you 
today ‘I am calling you’ and encouraged us to all to say yes. After Mass the parish put on a lovely celebration in the 
hall with lots of tea and cake! 

Caritas Ambassadors
Four young people at Our Lady’s High School in Hackney are piloting the new 
Caritas ambassadors scheme in their school community. As ambassadors they 
will use their gifts and talents to promote and guide the work of Caritas in their 
area as well as running their own social action projects. The girls are currently 
planning to bake for a local winter night shelter as their first outreach action.

Caritas Bakhita House Manager wins award
Karen Anstiss, manager of Caritas Bakhita House, a safe house for victims of human trafficking, 
recently won the Marsh Award for Outstanding Contribution to the Fight against Modern 
Slavery. The Award is run in partnership with the Human Trafficking Foundation and highlights 
the achievements of groups or individuals who fight the existence and consequences of 
modern slavery in the UK and internationally. Well done Karen!

Presents for Prisoners’ Children
In the run up to Christmas, Caritas will be collecting presents for children 
of prisoners again this year. The scheme, run in partnership with the Prison 
Fellowship Trust and the Prison Advice and Care Trust means that parishes 
across the Diocese will provide nearly 1000 children with a Christmas present 
from their mum or dad in prison, helping to maintain and strengthen family 
relationships, which has been shown to reduce re-offending in the long-term.

John Coleby
Director, Caritas Westminster

caritaswestminster@rcdow.org.uk

 
 



OUTREACH DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Symbols of Faith Workshop, Sat 18th November
Immaculate Heart of Mary, Hayes
Inclusive Mass, Sunday 17th December
Mary Immaculate & St Gregory the Great, Barnet

Saturday Clubs, 3.00 - 5.00pm
Continue in Whetstone, Finchley Church End, New 
Southgate and Enfield.
Every Monday, 7.00 - 9.00pm
Church of the Annunciation, Burnt Oak

LOOKING FORWARD 
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                                I would like to support Caritas St Joseph’s in their work with people with intellectual disabilities:
            
               Name:                                                                                       Tel No:                                                      Email:

               Address:                                                                                                                                                                                      

               Donation Amount:             £10              £25              £50              £100              £200              Other:            
                              If you pay tax, please complete the Gift Aid declaration.  Please tick and date in the box.
                              I would like information on how to make a regular gift to St Joseph’s Pastoral Centre.
                              
                                     l enclose a cheque payable to ‘St Joseph’s Pastoral Centre’ OR I would like to donate by:

                              Cash                  Visa/Mastercard                    Maestro/Delta/Visa Debit

               Name on Card:                                                                                     Signature: 

               Card Number:                                                                                    Date:                                     Expiry Date:              /

Postcode:
I wish Gift Aid to apply to the enclosed 
donation and I am a UK taxpayer and 
understand that if I pay less Income Tax 
and/or Capital Gains Tax in the current 
tax year than the amount of Gift Aid 
claimed on all my donations, it is my 
responsibility to pay any difference.
Date:                                           Ref: + SJHE

Gift Aid

 DD/MM/YY

  DD/MM/YY
You can also donate online

at www.justgiving.com/sjpc

  

                                                                                                           Every Last Tues of the Month, 7.00 - 9.00pm
St B’s Club, Ealing Abbey
Every Last Sat of the Month, 11.00 - 1.00pm
St Erconwald’s Parish Hall, Wembley
Every First Sat of the Month, 1.00 - 3.00pm
Our Lady & St Joseph Church Hall Kingsland
Every First Sat of the Month, 2.00 - 4.00pm
St Peter in Chains RC School Hall, Stroud Green

Contact sue@stjoseph.org.uk 

MULTI-CULTURAL DAY
This popular event returns on Saturday 25th November 
12.30 - 4.00pm at Our Lady of Dolours Church Hall, 
Hendon (across the road from St Joseph’s).  Come dressed 
in your national costume, taste food from around the 
world and dance away to our own DJelly.  Tickets are £11 
(carers £4) from the reception or our website.

PAX CHRISTI ADVENT FAIR
St Joseph’s is joining our neighbours, Pax Christi at their 
Advent Fair at St Aloysius Catholic Church in Euston on 
Monday 4th December in the evening.  All welcome.

CHRISTMAS STUDENT DISCO
All our St Joseph’s students are invited to our annual 
Christmas Party and Disco on Thursday 14th December 
from 6.00 to 8.30pm.  Come dressed up and ready to 
party!

CHRISTMAS CAROLS
Come and get into the Christmas spirit at our annual 
Christmas Carol service on Saturday 9th December at 
6pm.  There will be a service in the chapel, lighting of the 
tree with prayers for our intentions, followed by mince 
pies and mulled wine and a chance to buy St Joseph’s 
Christmas cards and presents made by our students. 
If you would like to add your intention to our prayers, 
please fill out the enclosed form.

For more information, contact 

thushari@stjoseph.org.uk 

020 8202 3999 

St Joseph’s Grove, The Burroughs, Hendon 

London  NW4 4TY 

Christmas Carols 
At St Joseph’s Pastoral Centre 

on 

Saturday 9th December 2017 

6:00pm  

With Carols and lighting of the tree  

Mince pies and Mulled Wine 

a chance to buy Christmas items made 

by our students. 

 

For more info, please contact Thushari on thushari@stjoseph.org.uk


